HISTORICAL PERSPECTIVES
according to a spiritual plan, both archaic and
inhibitory. Just as the scale of modern economic,
scientific and political methods is prescribing a way of
life for which capitalism and nationalism are in-
adequate vehicles of expression, so, in the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries the expansion of the world made
the death of the Medieval spirit a historical necessity.
What, in the world of ideas, was to supplant the
universal conceptions of Medieval thought? The
answer was, and still is, Nominalism. The story of
Nominalism begins with heretical attacks on
scholasticism and ends with the very reverend W. R.
Inge.
The historical function of Nominalism was that of
introducing elasticity into the formal Platonisms of
Catholic thought. Individuals wanted to make use of a
bigger world, both in the "making" of money and in
the spending of it in ever newer and newer ways.
They wanted to lend and borrow money for specula-
tive and productive purposes on a vastly bigger scale
than heretofore. How could such dubious activity, in a
Catholic universe, be justified, except by appealing to
God in one's own fashion? One had, as it were, to get
the matter straight with the Governor in a personal
interview. To appeal through the official channels
(Le* through the papacy and the schools) would meet
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